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This is a drawing of Hunter's submission to the U.S. Patent Office. The office granted his horizontal wheel design a patent in [840. The Navy authorized the steam frigate
USS Allegheny along these lines and was built in Pittsburg. She demonstrated remarkable rivermne abilities and she successfully navigated the entire length of the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers en route to Norfolk on her maden voyage. (U.S. Patent Office)
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Kingston. After returning to Norfolk, she
became the first steam vessel to have gone
from North Carolina to the Great Lakes via
the Erie Canal and back.

The Navy had been sufficiently
impressed with Hunter’s work to authorize
construction of a larger vessel, Union of
900 tons. Work began at Gosport shortly
after his return. This left Myer Myers with
question of what to do with Germ. In the
summer of 1842, Myers decided to employ
the vessel as a packet in the North Carolina
Sounds. For a while, it appeared he would
be able to obtain a subsidy to run mail
between Windsor and Edenton. The project
fell through because of his unfortunate
choice for Germ’s master. Myers wrote a
friend in Elizabeth City on November 14,
1842, “Captain [Edmund] Chaytor was
recommended to me as a capable, correct
& sober man. Was ever a person more
imposed upon? *Tis much to be regretted
some friend of mine seeing his drunken
habits in North Carolina had not favored
me with a hint. Such an act of friendship
would have served the owners of the Germ
money and an infinity of trouble. As yet |
have had no settlement with him. In fact, |
have not seen him for three weeks. Nothing
can be got from him. | am not bound for
his debts & fear the assistance of money

from yourself and others tended to
encourage the grog shops in their designs
upon him.” Myers dispatched another
captain to bring Germ back to Norfolk
warning him “to stop as little as possible at
the towns as it is probable that Chaytor has
contracted debts at each....If it is necessary
to stop for wood, I presume it can be had at
the villages.”

Once Germ returned to Norfolk, there
is no firm record of how she was employed.
That did not mean, however, that Hunter
slowed his efforts to turn a profit on her.
In August 1842, he approached the

favor of doing so. Regretfully he told
Hunter that “Congress had so hampered him
as to render it impossible for him to do as
he desires.” Next in 1843, Hunter
unsuccessfully approached the Coast
Survey Board in an effort to get them to
suggest Germ’s purchase to Congress. In
October of that year, he tried a different
rationale. He approached the new Navy
Secretary David Henshaw with the idea that
Germ should be bought to be used as a test
bed for the radical concept of developing a
steam-powered cannon. Henshaw again
pled Congress-induced poverty. In March

“I was also shaken to learn from you that
Porter and Farragut, whom I had written to
take charge of the Germ, had permi. 2d her

to be sunk.”’ -Hunter to Myers commenting on the unforunate
episode that occured under the watch of the future admirals David Dixon

Porter and David Farragut, 1845

Secretary of the Navy Abel P. Upshur with
a plan to have the Navy buy the vessel to
continue experiments with larger engines.
Upshur, a college classmate and close friend
of Myers’ older brother Samuel, was in
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of 1844, Hunter succeeded in getting a bill
introduced in both houses of Congress for
the expenditure of $13,000 to purchase
Germ and her equipment. The bill failed.

Germ experiment continued on page 9
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FDR and the U.S. Navy

Edited by Edward J. Marolda

Reviewed by William H. Wagner, jr.

o doubt when one reads the history

| \ I of a particular era — especially an
era which one has lived through -

it is almost impossible to maintain a
completely impartial attitude. Having this
small but wonderful book, which is made
up of essays written by well known
historians and biographers of Roosevelt,
tossed in my direction was like being tossed
a bag of Christmas candy on Christmas Day.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was one of the
definitive icons of the twentieth century.
FDR and the U.S. Navy is a treasure, filled
with nuggets of information about his
relationships with the Navy in its many and
varied facets. Just how did FDR get to be
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. One
essayist commented that “for one reason,
and that was his name. He had no special

Edward J. Marolda, editor. FDR
and the U.S. Navy. New York:
St. Martin’s Press. 1998. 176
ISBN 0-31221-157-0

| pages.

qualifications for the position other than an
interest in maritime affairs and yachting.”
One of the most fascinating of the entries
of the collection is “No Talent for
Subordination: FDR and Josephus Daniels”
by Kenneth S. Davis. His appointment to
the post of Assistant Secretary was FDR’s
formal introduction to the U.S. Navy. Just
the last paragraph of the entry is enough to
whet one’s appetite to read the whole entry,
“As for Daniels, I think we all have reason
to be grateful for the loving kindness and
forbearance with which he dealt with a
young man whom many others saw as
brash, overly self-confident, and overly
ambitious, but in whom he saw qualities
destined to determine great and beneficent
events in the history of the United States.”
Daniels had a very deep and lasting
influence on the Navy and on FDR and it
was fortunate for FDR that he served under
him. The import of this tour with Daniels is

continued in the next entry, “Josephus
Daniels. Franklin Roosevelt, and the
Reinvention of the Naval Enlisted Man” by
Ronald H. Spector. Many of the educational
opportunities for enlisted men where
introduced by Daniels and Roosevelt by
“combining  the  democratizing,
rationalizing, and technocratic aspects of the
Progressive Era, laid the foundation for the
competence-based, technology oriented,
specialized, and meritocratic navy of the
twentieth century. Less happily, they also
laid the foundation for the pervasive Big
Brotherism of the modern military
exemplified by the compulsory ethics
courses, surprise drug testing, and ‘don’t
ask, don’t tell.””

FDR’s experience in the political field
broadened when Governor James Cox, the
Democratic candidate for the presidency in
1920, chose him as his running mate. After
his run for the vice-presidency, he enjoyed
national standing. Spector’s essay
comments that “a comparison of the FDR
of 1913 with the FDR of 1921 does not
suggest that he had acquired the inner
resources- the strength of character, the
moral courage — that are necessary to lead
a great nation in moments of desperate
crisis. To gain insight into FDR’s
acquisition of the inner resources that served
him well in later years, historians must turn
to his harrowing experience during the years
between 1921 and 1933.”

It is fascinating to read about Roosevelt’s
handling of the “Navy Brass” after his
election to the presidency in 1932, and the
events leading up to the opening of
hostilities in 1941 with the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor.

Michael A Barnhart in “Making It Easy
for Him”:-The Imperial Japanese Navy and
Franklin D. Roosevelt to Pearl Harbor says
that, “Itis hard to avoid the conclusion that
the Imperial Japanese Navy was one of
Franklin Roosevelt’s best friends right up
to the “date which will live in infamy.” The
surprise attack on Pearl Harbor gave
Roosevelt the easy task of getting an almost
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unanimous declaration of war from
Congress and aroused the ire and
tremendous backing of the American
people.”

Space does not allow for a more detailed
review of FDR and the U.S. Navy to
comment fully on Roosevelt and naval
strategy, particularly his importance to the
evolution of the U. S. Fleet. Thomas C. -
Hone’s essay “The Evolution of the U. S.
Fleet, 1933-1941: How the President
Mattered” does cover this topic very well.
Hone states, ““Scholars have described in
detail Roosevelt’s interest in the Navy, his
actions to shape the nature of the fleet, and
his use of his formal powers to place certain
admirals in the Navy’s top positions.”

Based on their work. it seems that
Roosevelt was frequently guilty of
dabbling in his hobby, the navy, but his
grand instinct. . .was correct, as was the
overall course he charted for the Navy.’

FDR and The U.S. Navy is not a large
book, but is a most fascinating glimpse of
a great man who handled a great crisis in a
great and grand manner. The flyleaf of the
volume states, “The essays argue that one
of Franklin Roosevelt’s greatest
achievements was his direction as
commander in chief of the U. S. Navy and
the other American armed forces during
World War 11. When the very survival of
the nation was at stake, it is both a powerful
tribute and an important historical work on
FDR.dbb>

Mr. Wagner is a former pharmacist's mate chief petty
officer, a retired Fpiscopal rector, and a veteran of
Pearl Harbor.
















The Daybook

Winter 2000

Germ experiment continued from page 14
lies in the nature of technology at the cusp
of change. In the absence of a clear right
choice, many alternatives will be tried until
one proves dominant. The Navy in the late
1830’s and early 1840°s was unhappy with
the conventional answer to steam
propulsion, side-wheelers. Such ships were
vulnerable to enemy shot and had
exceedingly bad sailing characteristics

when not under power. It was not obvious
that the screw propeller would become
dominant Indeed, when Union first went
to sea, it was felt by many observers that
she could run circles around the screw
propeller-driven Princeton. From New
York in August 1841, Hunter had written
Myers “Everyone here says we beat
Ericson’s propeller.”” Nor were Hunter’s

and Ericson’s designs the only alternatives
put forward. Canney’s fine work, The Old
Steam Navy, lists at least six other variations
on steam propulsion that were considered
by the Navy in this era. Just as for seaplanes
and lighter-than-aircraft ninety years later,
partisans for each alternative voiced their
support until external circumstances clearly
identified the “right” choice. dhk»

Museum Joins Historic Naval Ship Association

by Capt. Channing Zucker (Ret.)

Editor’s note: In preparation for the
buttleship USS Wisconsin (BB-64), the
Hampton Roads Naval Museum recently
Jjoined the Historic Naval Ship Association.
Channing Zucker is the executive director
of the association and the following article
tells a little bit about the organization.

s the size of the U.S. Navy shrinks
and naval bases across the country
are closed, the fleet of historic
naval ships that serve as floating museums
is becoming more important to the future
of the Navy. Consisting of four aircraft
carriers, five battleships, six cruisers, 11
destroyers, 30 submarines, Coast Guard
cutters, Army and Merchant Marine
vessels, and an armada of other combatants
from the United States, Australia, Canada,
England, France, Greece, and The
Netherlands; the HNSA fleet could be
ranked as the world’s third largest navy.
The Historic Naval Ships Association
promotes the preservation and exhibition
of some of the most celebrated ships in
history. The largely American fleet of
historic ships includes the 1797 frigate USS
Constitution and the nuclear powered
submarine USS Nautilus. The ships are as
effective as educational assets today as they
were in years gone by as combatants going
in harm’s way on the world’s oceans. For
those who visit them today the ships are
living testimony to many of history’s most
stirring actions. When they go ashore,
visitors take with them a deep appreciation
for the sacrifices made by the men and
women who built these ships, and the
sailors who fought them on the world’s
oceans to preserve freedom.
Founded in 1966, the Association is a

non-profit organization incorporated to
educate and inform those who are interested
in the rich naval heritage of seafaring
nations.

Homeported from Halifax to Houston
and from Bordeaux to Brisbane, the fleet is
visited by more than nine million people
each year. Visitors can walk the oak decks
of a fully rigged ship-of-the-line and crawl
through the cramped compartments of a
submarine. To help them learn from these
great wooden and steel vessels, innovative
interpretation programs have been
developed. On some ships, such as
Constitution, period uniforms are worn. On
many, historic reenactments are performed.

USS Massachusetts was the first to offer
overnight camping on board the ship,
combined with educational tours, lectures
and films. Youth group encampment
programs are now in place at a dozen
vessels in the historic fleet. HMCS Haida
in Toronto is a leader in coeducational
citizenship training programs for Sea
Cadets. The restored brig Niagara,
homeported at Erie. Pennsylvania, is
maintained in operational order, fostering
the preservation of skills necessary to get
her underway. The carrier /ntrepid at New
York City uses large-screen motion pictures
with remarkable effect. The merchant
marine cargo vessel SS Jeremiah O’Brien
steamed from San Francisco to Normandy
for the 50" anniversary commemoration
ceremonies in 1994.

The Association provides a forum for its
members to exchange ship museum
management information and technical
expertise. Annual conferences are each
hosted by a member museum. The 2000
meeting will be take place in Halifax, Nova
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Scotia in September with the corvette
HMCS  Sackville managing the
arrangements. The delegates discuss
matters such as educational programs,
preservation methods. conservation
techniques, insurance, exhibiting, fund
raising, and marketing their sites and
programs.

Membership in the Association is open
to individuals and organizations that
support its goals. For further information
and a membership application, one should
contact the Association’s secretariat at the
U.S. Naval Academy Museum, 118
Maryland Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21402-
5034. Membership benefits include a
subscription to the ANCHOR WATCH
newsletter, a copy of the Historic Naval
Ships visitors’ guide, free or reduced
admission to more than 70 ships in the
Association, and invitations to the annual
conferences.

For further information. contact executive
director Channing M. Zucker at (757) 499-
6919. dhb>






