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IT11 MEF welcomes
new sergeant major

Lance Cpl. Ryan Wicks
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP HANSEN — Sgt. Maj. Ronald
Williams passed his duties as III
Marine Expeditionary Force ser-
geant major to Sgt. Maj. Daniel Fierle
during a post and relief ceremony at
the parade deck on Camp Hansen
April 4.

Williams, who served as the III
Marine Expeditionary Force sergeant
major since March of 2006, was re-
tired during the ceremony and plans
to continue living in Okinawa.

“I did the best I could for 30
years,” Williams
said. “Twould like
to thank everyone
who helped me
along the way.” |

Fierle came to
IIT MEF after serv-
ing as the Marine
Corps Base Hawaii
sergeant major.

“To the Ma-
rines and sailors
of III MEF; I look
forward to meet-
ing you and being
your Sgt. Maj.,”
said Fierle.

Fierle enlisted
in the Marine
Corps in Novem-
ber 1978. After graduating recruit
training at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot Parris Island, S.C., he was as-
signed to the First Tank Battalion,
Camp Pendleton, Calif.

In January 1980, he was assigned
to Brigade Service Support Group 1,
1st Marine Brigade and completed
three deployments with Marine
Amphibious Unit Service Support
Group 31.

In 1984 he was assigned to Marine
Air Group 24, 1st Marine Brigade
where he served with Marine Air
Base Squadron 24 and Marine Air
Control Squadron 2.

Fierle
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Marines of 2nd Platoon, Motor Transportation Company, Combat Logistics Battalion 4, make their way back
from the beach to their cabin at Okuma Recreation Facility March 29. The Marines reunited on Okinawa last
month when medically retired Cpl. Tim Jeffers, who was severely wounded by an improvised explosive device in
May 2006 during the platoon’s first tour, welcomed them back from their second Iraq deployment.

The Untouchables

In the spring of 2006, a tight platoon of motor transportation Marines from
Okinawa were torn apart by a tragedy that left one of them horribly wounded.
Last month, the Marines reunited here. This is the first chapter in their story.

he last time Tim Jeffers was on Oki-
nawa, he had legs.
That was in February 2006 when

Jeffers, then a corporal assigned to

3rd Transportation Support Bat-

talion, 3rd Marine Logistics Group,
as a motor transport operator, left the island for
Iraq’s Anbar Province.

Jeffers was three months into a seven-month
deployment the day he dismounted the lead
security vehicle in a convoy, took a few steps off
the road during a security sweep and had his life
changed forever.

His platoon mates watched from the ground that
day — the haze of dust and smoke still permeating
the battlefield — as a medevac helicopter gulped up
their friend, shot back in the direction the convoy

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SGT. ETHAN E. ROCKE

came from and disappeared over the horizon.

It was the beginning of a long journey for Tim
Jeffers — one that, more than two years later, brought
him back here. He came back, he says, for family
—the family he was taken from that day in Anbar.

Before Iraq

Jeffers arrived on Okinawa in August 2005 and
was assigned to 2nd Platoon, Motor Transportation
Company, 3rd TSB (the battalion has since been
redesignated as Combat Logistics Battalion 4).

He joined the Marines in 2002 as a reservist
but volunteered for active duty in 2005. He was 18
when service in the Corps attracted his interest.

“I wanted a challenge, and the poster looked

cool,” Jeffers says with a chuckle.
see TIM p6 10

IT TAKES TWO
[l MEF Commander
makes changes to
liberty buddy policy
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Counter/Human intelligence
Marines train on interrogation,
adapting to foreign cultures
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THE FORGOTTEN BATTLE

Marines travel to Peleliu Island to
learn about those who fought and died
in bloody World War Il struggle

. 14




OKINAWA MARINE | NEWS | APRIL 11,2008 3

KANDAHAR
PROVINCE,
Afghanistan |
A Marine with
1st Battalion,
6th Marine
Regiment,
24th Marine
Expeditionary
Unit escorts an
armored vehicle
outside a base

April 1. photo by
Cpl. Randall A. Clinton
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FALLUJAH, Iraq | Seaman Bryce P. Moheit watches a child do a handstand during a patrol March 11. Moheit is a hospitalman with K Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment, Regimental Combat Team 1. rPhoto by Lance Cpl. Grant T. Walker

ABOARD USS
NIMITZ, Pacific
Ocean | Marines
assigned to
Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron
232 clean an F/A-
18A Hornet on
the flight deck
of the nuclear-
powered aircraft

carrier March 29.
Photo by Petty Officer
3rd Class Eduardo
Zaragoza
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GOUBETTO, Djibouti | Navy Lt. Sara Nelson (center) examines a patient during a
medical/civic action program March 30. Nelson is assigned to the 11th Marine
Expeditionary Unit. rhoto by Tech. Sgt. Jeremy T. Lock
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Place virtue, courage, honor over American idolatry

Cpl. Carrie Booze

As I flipped through the
pages of popular enter-
tainment and tabloid
magazines that littered the
dentist’s office, I couldn’t
help but notice the types
of people society reveres.
There are entire publi-
cations, Internet sites and
television channels de-

L i voted to
tracking

celebrities, many of whom
today’s youth consider to
be role models.

Since joining the
Marine Corps, I have
developed a new opinion
of who is worthy of being
celebrated.

Real celebrities can’t
be found walking down
the red carpet or accept-
ing an Oscar. They aren’t
being chauffeured around
in limousines or spend-
ing their days relaxing in
spas. They are the thou-
sands of men and women
who selflessly serve this
country every day in the
military.

reated by Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf
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The people worth look-
ing up to are individuals
like Cpl. Jason Dunham.
While he and other
Marines were manning
a checkpoint in Karabi-
lah, Iraq, an insurgent
leapt from his car and
attacked Dunham. When
the insurgent dropped a
grenade, Dunham threw
himself on top of it to
shield his fellow Marines
from the blast, giving
his life for his country.
He was posthumously
awarded the Medal of

Honor for his selfless
action.

Real celebrities are the
soldiers from the Army’s
1st Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, who
engaged in Operation Red
Dawn with the assignment
to kill or capture Saddam
Hussein. The soldiers
courageously hunted and
captured Hussein in Ad-
war, Iraq.

A person to idolize is
not the MVP who scored
the winning touchdown
in the Super Bowl, but
someone like Sgt. Maj.
Bradley Kasal.

During Operation
Al Fajr, Kasal absorbed
a grenade blast, took
enemy fire and refused
medical attention as he
tried to save the lives of
his wounded Marines
inside Fallujah’s “House
of Hell.”

The recruiters and
drill instructors who
dedicate their lives to
finding and making Ma-
rines are real celebrities
for ultimately securing
our country’s freedom.

It disgusts me every time
a “legitimate” news station

interrupts with breaking
news about another famous
person being charged with
driving under the influ-
ence. It’s as if the news
station is oblivious to the
fact that our country is cur-
rently at war.

Rock stars’ drug-in-
duced deaths are com-
memorated on the news,
while the service members
who spend their days in
the sweltering heat and
the blistering cold, pro-
tecting America’s freedom,
are anonymous as they
live and die.

Service members are
rarely covered on the eve-
ning news unless they get
into trouble. Society seems
to be more concerned
about movie stars than
they are about the progress
we are making overseas.

By sensationalizing
media’s celebrities, we are
only feeding the problem;
and, if we stop embracing
the tabloids, we can end
the demand and focus on
more important issues.

Booze is a combat corre-
spondent with Marine Corps
Recruit Depot San Diego’s
Chevron newspaper.
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FACT CHECK
WEARING UNIFORMS AFTER

ACTIVE DUTY

@ Perhaps. According to Marine Corps Order P1020.34G,

@ paragraph 11,004, some non-active duty personnel are
allowed to wear uniforms. These include retired officers and former
Marines who served during a time of war and were honorably
discharged. For a full listing of those who can wear the uniform and
when, please refer to the order.

Q ® Will I be allowed to wear my uniforms once | have left
® active duty?

~

J

TO SUBMIT AN OPINION OR EDITORIAL, E-MAIL US AT
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G AHIGH SCORES
'ﬁ—*— Week of March 31-

April 4

Special Detail (Rifle)

Sgt. S.R. Patereau 31st MEU 342

No Pistol Detail

LAW OF WAR CLASSES

The StaffJudge Advocate and Legal Service
Support Section will hold two Headquarters
Marine Corps-approved two-day law of war
classes and unit-level blocks of instruction,
provided by aMarine Corps University Mobile
Training Team.

The classes will cover the four Geneva
Conventions, detainee operations, rules of
engagement, targeting and war crimes.

The classes are scheduled for April 14-15 at
the Camp Foster Globe and Anchor enlisted
club and for April 17-18 at the Camp Hansen
Lifelong Learning Center.

Theunitinstruction sessions are scheduled
for April 15 at the Camp Foster Community
Center, April 16 at the Camp Courtney Theater
and Camp Kinser Surfside, and April 17 at
the Camp Hansen West Chapel.

The classes and sessions are scheduled to
run from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day.

For more information, contact Staff Sgt.
Terrance Leggett at 645-3011.

OVERSEAS HOUSING ALLOWANCE SURVEY

The Per Diem Travel and Transportation
Allowance Committee is conducting the an-
nual OHA Utility/Recurring Maintenance
Survey from April 15 to May 14.

All uniformed service members who have
resided in privately leased quarters and have
received OHA for at least six months are
required to participate.

The survey will take approximately 30
minutes to complete, and can be found at
https://www.perdiem.osd.mil/oha/survey/
aproha.html.

For more information, contact CWQO4
Michael Easley by phone at 645-7199.

KUWAE PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

Kuwae Preschool, located in building
6047 on Camp Lester, is having its annual
open house registration May 3 from 8 a.m.
until noon.

Kuwae Preschool offers a half-day devel-
opmentally-appropriate education program to
Status of Forces Agreement persons’ children
ages 3 to 5 years old. To register, the children
must be toilet trained and satisfy the age
requirement no later than Oct. 31.

Documentation required for registration
includes the child’s passport, current shot
records and an updated picture.

For more information, call 645-8419.

NOSCO ART AUCTION

The Naval Officers Spouses Club is hold-
inganartauction May 10 at the Camp Butler
Officers Club. The auction will feature con-
temporary and traditional Japanese artwork
and authentic oriental rugs.

For more information, call 646-8287.

TO SUBMIT A BRIEF, send an e-mail to
okinawamarine.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil, or fax your
request to 645-3803. The deadline for submitting
a brief is noon every friday. The Okinawa Marine
reserves the right to edit all submitted material.

11l Marine Expeditionary Force Commanding General Lt. Gen. Richard C. Zilmer and Il MEF Sergeant
Major Sgt. Maj. Daniel Fierle salute the colors April 4 during the 11l MEF post and relief ceremony at the

Camp Hansen parade deck. rhotos by Lance Cpl. Ryan Wicks

POST From PG 1

In September 1988 he was assigned to 1st
Maintenance Battalion, 1st Force Service Support
Group. In July 1990, he was assigned to Brigade
Service Support Group 7 and on August 12, 1990
deployed to Southwest Asia in support of opera-
tions Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

In July 1990, he was assigned to Brigade Ser-
vice Support Group-7 and deployed to Southwest
Asia in support of Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm.

In October 1991, he attended Drill Instructor
School at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego,
Calif. and served as a drill instructor and chief
drill instructor with 2nd Recruit Training Battal-
ion and Weapons and Field Training Battalion.

In October 1994, he was assigned to the 13th
Marine Expeditionary Unit and deployed to So-
malia in support of Operation Restore Hope.

Fierle became a sergeant major in June 1999
and was assigned as sergeant major for 3rd Low
Altitude Air Defense Battalion. He deployed to
Southwest Asia with 3rd LAAD in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

In August 2003 he was assigned as Training
Center sergeant major, Marine Corps Mountain
Warfare Training Center Bridgeport, Calif.

Fierle posted as Marine Corps Base Hawaii
sergeant major from May 2006 to March 2008.

His personal awards include the Meritorious
Service Medal, Navy Marine Corps Commenda-
tion Medal and Combat Action Ribbon.

Former Ill MEF sergeant major Sgt. Maj. Ronald
Williams speaks April 4 during the 11l MEF post and
relief ceremony at the Camp Hansen parade deck.
Williams retired during the ceremony after 30
years of Marine Corps service.

[l MEF commander modifies liberty buddy policies for Japan

Lance Cpl. Corey A. Blodgett

OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP FOSTER — Lt. Gen.
Richard C. Zilmer, the com-
manding general of III Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force and
Marine Corps Bases Japan,
recently modified the orders
that govern liberty policies for
all service members attached
to Marine units in Japan.

The changes require all ser-
vice members be issued liberty
cards and all service members
E-4 and below be accompanied

by a liberty buddy during off-
base liberty.

The changes are outlined
in the Liberty Buddy Order
— MCBJ/III MEF Order 1050.5A
and the Off-base Liberty Card
Program — MCBJ/III MEF Order
1050.6A.

All service members assigned
to MCBJ or IIT MEF and serving
in Japan will be issued either a
red or gold liberty card. Service
members E-6 and above will
normally be issued a gold liberty
card unless commanders deter-
mine a period of observation

is necessary. Liberty cards are
transferable within MCBJ and
III MEF commands and service
members should keep their
cards when transferred from one
unit to another.

The intent of the changes to
the orders is to reduce off-base
liberty incidents involving
service members, according to
both orders.

The changes to the orders
took effect April 5. The orders
can be viewed in their entire-
ty at http://www.mcbbutler.
usmc.mil.
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Marine of 1st EngineerPIatoon, Bulk Fuel Coman, 9th Engineer Suport Batalion, 3rd Marine Logistics roup and

Bangladesh Army soldiers of the 9th Engineer Battalion, 55th Infantry Division build a school in the town of Mongla March
14. The school was destroyed by November’s Cyclone Sidr, which caused nearly 3,500 casualties and destroyed crops, homes,
businesses and schools. Some estimates suggest a total of $450 million in damage. Photos courtesy of 9th ESB

9th ESB rebuilds schools in Bangladesh

Lance Cpl. David Rogers
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP HANSEN — When
category IV cyclone Sidr
devastated Southern Ban-
gladesh November 15, the
U.S. military responded
with disaster relief efforts
including the deployment
of Okinawa’s III Marine
Expeditionary Brigade.

Four months later, 40
Marines and sailors with
1st Engineer Platoon, Fuel
Company, 9th Engineer
Support Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Logistics Group, con-
tinued those relief efforts
alongside 100 Bangladesh
Army and Navy service
members by rebuilding two
schools March 6 — 30.

The construction project
was part of the III Marine
Expeditionary Force Ban-
gladesh Interoperability
Program, a joint effort fo-
cused on helping Bangla-
deshi communities rebuild

from the storm that killed
an estimated 3,500 people
and caused an estimated
$450 million in damage.

The platoon was assign
to the town of Mongla in
the southwest corner of
Bangladesh. In January,
an advanced party of Ma-
rines was sent to survey the
conditions of two Islamic
schools, known as Ma-
drasahs, which were iden-
tified for repair. The team
found little to survey.

“The buildings were
gone,” said platoon sergeant
Gunnery Sgt. David Dick-
ens, “They were destroyed.
So basically it was just two
open lots.”

The engineers immedi-
ately went to work design-
ing two new schools from
the ground up. Instead of
using their standard con-
struction templates, the
9th ESB Marines modi-
fied the design to ensure
the buildings could be

maintained with materi-
als readily available in
Bangladesh after they left.
They decided on using tin
for the roofs and bamboo
sheathing for walls in-
stead of the plywood and
shingles more common in
Western construction.

Building the schools
with unconventional ma-
terials required the as-
sistance of a Bangladesh
Army engineer platoon who
worked alongside the U.S.
service members.

“As Americans we don’t
do a lot of tin roofing any

Pvt. Jesse Helsley (left), Bangladesh Army Sgt. Rahman Khalil
and Cpl. Robert Knudson help put together the tin roofing
for a new school house for an Islamic school in Mongla,
Bangladesh March 22.

more,” Dickens said. “We
had to lean on the expertise
of the Bangladesh Army for
that.”

Members of the Bangla-
desh Navy provided secu-
rity during the project.

Some platoon members
found working with the
Bangladeshi soldiers dif-
ficult at first due to the
language barrier as com-
munications were often
reduced to hand signals.

“We were basically play-
ing charades in order to
construct a building,” said
Cpl. Michael Spivey, a squad
leader for the platoon.

Over time, both parties
began to pick up on the
other’s language, making
communication smoother.
A common phrase emerged
as a constant on the job site
- “Shu'muh-sha-ne”, a Ban-
gladeshi phrase meaning
“no problem”.

“That was the motto of
the mission. Any time there
was a debate over a prob-
lem it always ended with
‘Shu'muh-shane, we’ll fig-
ure it out,” Dickens said.

The appreciation of the
townspeople was evident
each day as the Marines
drove through town on
their way to the construc-
tion site, said squad leader
Cpl. Amanda Wilson.

“They were really, re-
ally grateful and excited
when we came by,” she
said. “They stood on the
side of the streets just
waving as we passed. I've
always wanted to do some-
thing for a country like
that, and I'd do it again in
a heartbeat.”

Dickens shared the sedi-
ment.

“It’s probably one of the
best projects I've ever done
in my 16 years in the Ma-
rine Corps,” he said.

College of Continuing Education web-based interactive course enrollments break records

Lance Cpl. Ryan Wicks

OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP FOSTER — The College of Continuing
Education is seeing record enrollment in their
Officer Distance Professional Military Education
seminars and Marine Corps distance learning
program (Marine Net) according to Terry Kerrigan,
the director of the CCE.

Last year, the Marine Net interactive multi-
media Web-based courses saw great increases
in participation and 2,800 students have already
signed up for the seminars this year. This is a
record high number for the CCE, a department
of Marine Corps Training and Education Com-
mand.

“The reason for the jump was because we have
started to incorporate required military classes

into our Web site,” said Kerrigan. “This way,
Marines get to experience our interactive courses
and realize how much better they can be than the
normal paper-based courses.”

The CCE has also begun enhancing pre-de-
ployment training classes which help build the
popularity of the courses, Kerrigan said.

The CCE offers Web-based courses ranging
from computer technical skills to pre-deployment
training. Service members can receive promotion
points by completing the Marine Corps Institution
courses or just learn a skill that they are interested
in by completing other available courses.

Kerrigan said the online courses are a good fit
for today’s computer-minded service members,
and they allow the students to move at their
own pace.

“Normally classroom instruction and PMEs

are geared to move as fast as the slowest student,”
he said. “These courses prevent individuals who
move faster from being bogged down.”

The courses are also very flexible in that they
do not have a set completion date, said Timothy
Keefe, a customer outreach coordinator with the
CCE. A service member can enroll, get deployed
and come back months later to finish their course.
There are also deployable servers and laptops
that service members can use while deployed,
Keefe said.

Kerrigan said he expects enrollment to con-
tinue to rise as word continues to get out about
the program.

“I'really think these classes are the new wave
of learning in the military,” he said.

Students interested in online courses can visit
www.marinenet.usmc.mil.
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Marines and sailors of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit’s Battalion Landing
Team 2/1 attempt to dry their soaked feet and boots June 23, 2007 during
Exercise Talisman Saber 2007 in Queensland, Australia. The photograph won
first-place in the stand-alone photography category. rhoto by Cpl. Eric D. Arndt

Students in a Helicopter Rope Suspension Technique Masters Course conduct
Special Patrol Insertion/Extraction training Sept. 20, 2007 in the Central
Training Area. The photograph won first-place in the combat photography
category of the 2007 Merit Awards Program. Photo by Sgt. Ethan E. Rocke

Okinawa Marine staff leads Corps in Marine journalism awards

Lance Cpl. Daniel A. Flynn
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP FOSTER — The
Okinawa Marine staff led
the entire Corps in the
2007 Marine Corps Combat
Correspondent Association
and Division of Public Af-
fairs Merit Awards Program
competition.

Staff members earned of

the Okinawa Marine earned
first place in seven catego-
ries and placed in 16 of the
28 categories overall.

The winners were an-
nounced in Marine Ad-
ministrative Message
211/08, which was released
March 27. The competi-
tion recognizes profes-
sional excellence in print
and broadcast journalism

throughout the Marine
Corps.

Okinawa Marine edi-
tor Sgt. Ethan E. Rocke
received five first-place
individual awards in the
competition. He was named
Marine photojournalist of
the year, print journalist
of the year and earned first
place in combat photogra-
phy, pictorial photograph

and photojournalism.
Design editor Cpl. Eric D.
Arndt won two categories:
outstanding new writer and
stand-alone photograph. He
also took second in Marine
photojournalist of the year
and combat photography.
He received an honorable
mention for portrait and per-
sonality photography.
Competition judge Tessa

K. Ferrario, a photo edi-
tor with the Washington
Times, described Rocke and
Arndt’s photojournalist of
the year submission pack-
ages as “leaps and bounds”
above the competition.

She said photographers
should look at what Rocke
and Arndt put together for
their entries as examples of
great storytelling.

Improved Awards Processing System reduces likelihood of lost, duplicate award recommendations

Lance Cpl. Andrew S. Avitt
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP FOSTER — The Improved Awards
Processing System went into effect March
1 as Headquarters Marine Corps strives to
make lost and duplicate awards a thing of
the past.

The upgraded system is designed to en-
hance the abilities of commanders to submit,
approve, endorse, and track personal and unit
awards, according to Marine Corps Adminis-
trative Message 042/08.

Manpower Information Technology Branch
personnel at Headquarters Marine Corps
designed the new system based primarily on
input from Manpower and Reserve Affairs.

One of the primary concerns was revamping
the submission and approval procedures.

Under the old system, award recommenda-
tions were submitted up the chain of com-
mand via e-mail, according to 1st Lt. Nicholas
W. Mull, the head of the Personal Awards
Section, HQMC, and these e-mails contained
links where award information was located.
The problem was that as awards were pro-
cessed, information could be moved, making
the links inactive and leaving administrators
floating in cyberspace with no way to find the
needed data, he added.

Now, the routing of awards takes place in a
single Web service where awards information
is more accessible, Mull said.

IAPS is also tied into the Marine Corps’
manpower database, which helps avert lost
awards due to changes of rank, unit or last
name.

Another common problem with the old sys-

tem was awards were often duplicated since
there was no way to monitor the progress of
pending awards, according to Mull.

Unit award administrators now have per-
manent visibility through the Web service
of awards created or processed in their unit,
Mull said. This includes the accurate status
and location of awards after they are for-
warded to their higher units.

The program is accessible from any com-
puter with an internet connection as long as
the user has access to a Common Access Card
reader and the appropriate software.

Marines can register on the Improved
Awards Processing System by going to
http://www.manpower.usmc.mil/iaps. More
information can be found in Marine Corps
Administrative Message 042/08 located on
http://www.usmc.mil.
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Counter, human intel Marines conduct training in Combat Town

Lance Cpl. Richard Blumenstein
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CENTRAL TRAINING AREA
— Cooperative local citizens and
captured enemy insurgents in Iraq
and Afghanistan are the main
source for those collecting informa-
tion on terrorist activities.

To stay proficient in their ability
to gather this intelligence, Marines
with Counter Intelligence/Hu-
man Intelligence Company, 3rd
Intelligence Battalion, III Marine
Expeditionary Force, conducted
human intelligence training March
31- April 4 that focused on the
challenges these Marines face in a
combat zone.

Since counter/human intelli-
gence Marines have access to the
highest level of classified informa-
tion and must often work covertly,
those interviewed for this story
will remain nameless for security
reasons.

“Intelligence drives operations,”
said a CIZHUMINT officer who will
be referred to as Capt. Smith. “An
infantry or combat commander
cannot send his Marines out any-
where without having some kind
of intelligence to guide him in that
area.”

As their occupational field de-
scription indicates, the Marines’
job consists of two main areas.

The human intelligence side of
the Marines’ job is what they fo-
cussed on during the training. This
mission requires them to gather
information from civilians and
detainees to support commanders’
ability to make combat decisions.

During the training, the Marines
took part in numerous scenarios
that mirrored actual events that
have taken place in Iraq, according
to Smith.

To add realism to the exercise,
Marine and civilian volunteers
acted as Iraqi citizens and enemy
insurgents during the training.

The Marines practiced their
verbal interrogation skills on fel-
low “counter-intel” Marines act-
ing as captured insurgents. The
Marines questioned the captives
for information that proved vital
to the success of their mission in
the scenarios.

“A captured insurgent could
know a plethora of information,”
Smith said. “They could know
about future attacks on coalition
forces or Iraqi citizens.”

During the training exercise,
the Marines also had to imple-
ment their understanding of the
Iraqi culture to build rapport with
the role players acting as local
citizens.

“You cannot ignore the cul-
ture - that is paramount,” Smith
said. “If you ignore the culture,
you are going to disrespect the
people and shut off that flow of
information.”

An example of adhering to the
culture that was included in the
training was asking the man-of-
the-house for permission to enter.
If the C/HUMINT Marines made
the mistake of asking the woman in
the home for permission, a conflict
ensued making it harder for the
Marine to gather information.

“It’s always (difficult) trying
not to ruin rapport and not burn
bridges,” one Marine said, noting
that one small mistake can negate
weeks or months of progress in a
community.

The Marines also faced strong
language barriers during the train-
ing. Role players who could speak
a second language such as Spanish
used it during the scenarios. This

forced the Marines to communicate
though a translator, similar to how
they operate in Iraq.

“We base our training on infor-
mation provided by teams that re-
cently came back from Iraq and the

new (tactics techniques and proce-
dures) that have been implemented
in Iraq,” Smith said. “Scenarios we
exercise out here are coming from
real life experiences from other
CI/HUMINT Marines.”

A counter/human intelligence Marine interviews a role player April 2 during
training at Combat Town in the Central Training Area. The Marines took part
in numerous scenarios that mirrored actual events that have taken place in

Iraq. Photo by Lance Cpl. Richard Blumenstein

Marine Forces Pacific sergeant major visits Okinawa, discusses core values

Sgt. Maj. Evans McBride, the Marine Forces Pacific sergeant major, speaks
with Marines at the Hansen Theater March 8. rhoto by Lance Cpl. Richard Blumenstein

Lance Cpl. Richard Blumenstein
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP HANSEN — Sgt. Maj. Ev-
ans McBride, the Marine Forces
Pacific sergeant major, visited
Okinawa to speak with Marines
about Corps values April 7-8.

McBride visited Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler in light of the
recent string of incidents that
have occurred in the Pacific area.
McBride read to the Marines a
message from Lt. Gen. Richard
C. Zilmer, commanding general
of the III Marine Expeditionary
Force and commander of Marine
Corps Bases Japan.

“The standard ethics and corps
values we hold as Marines give
us legitimacy in our leadership
roles in international relation-

ships,” McBride read. “Whether
involved in combat, training or
off duty, Marines are expected to
be leaders who uphold the highest
traditions of our service and our
country.”

He also spoke directly to all
staff noncommissioned officers
about ensuring they take the time
to properly teach their Marines
about core values and ensure they
follow them day to day.

“If you take a brand new pri-
vate first class just coming into
the Marine Corps and let him
do whatever he wants to do, he’s
going to find a whole lot of bad
things to get into,” McBride said.
“But if you guide him, you mentor
him and teach him the right way,
then you're going to fix the moral-
ity of my Corps everyday.”
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Jeffers is a smart ass. It is, his
friends say, his biting wit for which
they know and love him, and his
charismatic personality helped
forge the tight bonds that defined
the Marines of 2nd Platoon.

“His personality is just awe-
some,” said Cpl. Jason O’Hearn,
who became close friends with Jef-
fers on Okinawa. “He was the life
of the party. He was a ladies man.
He was like my little brother.”

Fraternal bonds run deep in
2nd Platoon, which goes by the
moniker “Scorpions.” The Scorpi-
ons are fiercely proud of the glory
days before Iraq when they reigned
as the all-star platoon of Motor T
Company. They trained hard and
“played” even harder. They exer-
cised together, went to the field to-
gether, smoked and drank together
and traded tales of life back home.
They did all the things Marines do
to become units, to become family.
They felt, as one member put it,
“untouchable.”

“We were taught that if there
was ever going to be anything or
anyone better than us, they better
be untouchable,” said Sgt. Charles
Trask, the tough kid from a broken

Cpl. John Rockwell
and Jeffers make
their way toward

the beach for
some jet skiing
March 29.

home in Kansas City, Mo., who
goes by the call sign “Spartan” and
wears a matching tattoo of a Spar-
tan warrior on his left pectoral.

Trask calls the Marines of
2nd Platoon “my Marines,” and
he reveres them like a proud
father. His fervent pride and
loyalty to his Marine family is
prevalent in 2nd Platoon.

Many of them came from
broken homes or dysfunctional
families and found in the platoon
a kinship they had never known.
That kinship was at the heart
of the “unbreakable chain” the
platoon formed before they went
to war together in 2006.

“Our belief and trust in each
other always got us through,”
said Sgt. Joseph Tocci, a Boston
native and mellower complement
to Trask’s hard-edged disposi-
tion. “Our leaders always in-
stilled in us to be the best, and
we always were.”

Before they left for Iraqg, 2nd
Platoon, Tocci says, had the high-
est physical fitness test average
in the company, and the platoon
won every unit competition that
came along.

They were untouchable.

‘You either find ‘em or you hit ‘em’

When the Scorpions went to
Iraq in 2006, they were assigned
the mission of security platoon and
worked out of Al Asad Air Base,
the biggest base in Anbar Province,
supporting convoys that supplied
forward operating bases in the
area. The mission was arduous,
nerve-racking and never-ending.

The battalion the Scorpions sup-
ported lost eight Marines within
the first six weeks they were on the
ground, and the harsh realities of
war quickly set in for them.

“It was definitely a culture
shock,” Tocci says. “We were like,
‘It’s no joke over here.”

With improvised explosive
devices and snipers the two big-
gest threats in Iraq, the Scorpions’
mission was to find and protect
against those threats during con-
voy operations.

“You either find ‘em, or you hit
‘em,” Tocci said about the stark
reality they faced either spotting
IEDs or triggering them. “We
were the ones right in front look-
ing out. You have to really have
that eagle’s eye to see them.”

The platoon was attacked
with IEDs continuously. Trask

‘. § i’
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was hit with an IED himself but
suffered only minor injuries and
returned to duty.

“It was IED after IED after IED,”
he said. “I expected the enemy to
be right in my face like a football
game. It wasn't like that. It was an
enemy that was right there in our
face that we couldn’t see.”

The invisible enemy loomed
constantly under roadside rocks
and rubble. The Marines regarded
every object with suspicion and
contempt.

‘You tell them what they need to
know’

Marines have an informal doc-
trine for mourning. A Marine’s
mourning process is often ab-
breviated and stored away, to be
indulged in some time later when
it isn’t a battlefield liability. It is
a very unnatural act to swallow
a heart full of sorrow, but it is a
necessary sacrifice Marines make
for the sake of the mission.

“You tell them what they need
to know,” Trask said, describing
the process. “You give them the
least bit of information to carry
on, and when the mission is ac-
complished, you give them some

¥ .
.
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“She told us one of our own got hit.
She didn't tell us how bad until later,
but they don't tell us somebody got

hit unless something bad happened.”

— CPL. JOHN ROCKWELL

time to mourn. Then you get
them focused again.”

The day Jeffers was wounded,
Cpl. John Rockwell, Jeffers’ next-
door neighbor in the barracks on
Okinawa, was on a separate con-
voy. When the Marines reached
their destination, a lieutenant
pulled everyone together and
passed the news.

“She told us one of our own got
hit,” Rockwell said. “She didn’t tell
us how bad until later, but they
don’t tell us somebody got hit un-
less something bad happened.”

Rockwell and Jeffers, who both
hail from Orange County in South-
ern California, forged a strong
friendship on Okinawa.

“Me and Jeffers got really close,”

Rockwell said. “We were a lot alike
because we're from the same area.”

When Rockwell learned what
had happened to Jeffers, it hit
him hard.

“I can’t really explain the feel-
ing,” he said. “It’s horrible. It’s
just the worst feeling possible.”

O’Hearn, who was attached
to an engineer unit, also got an
initial vague report.

“At first, I thought, ‘he’s fine,”
he said. “I had to tell myself that.
That’s like my brother. I had to
tell myself that to stay sane.”

He found out the next day how
bad Jeffers had been hit.

“I broke down,” O’Hearn said.
“I was bawling. When I heard
the extent of his injuries, I didn’t

think he was going to make it. I
thought ‘how could anyone live
through that?””

Cpl. Carl Drexler was in the
convoy with Jeffers, but he was
far back in the snaking proces-
sion of vehicles.

The convoy stopped when a
vehicle in the rear was hit with
an IED. Jeffers, who was the pace
vehicle commander, did what he
was trained to do. He got out to
sweep the area around his vehicle
for IEDs or insurgents.

Drexler heard the call come
over the radio moments later: “We
lost a man.”

He initially assumed it wasn’t
anyone from 2nd Platoon. “We
figured maybe it was a contractor
or something because they didn’t
say Marine.”

But when the convoy arrived
at Al Qaim, Drexler saw someone
else in Jeffers’ seat.

“As soon as I saw he wasn’t
there, I knew it was bad,” he said.
“I'd seen a lot of guys get hit, and
they don’t get medevac’d. They just
go in a different track.”

Drexler grabbed a Marine who
had been close to the incident
and demanded to know what

happened. He asked three times
before the Marine revealed his
horrible secret.

“He told me both his legs got
blown off.”

Drexler figured his friend was
dead. He thought he would have
bled to death on the chopper ride.

“T just wanted to stop,” he said “I
didn’t want to go back out there.”

The platoon’s leaders knew the
other Marines would have similar
thoughts. They pulled the Ma-
rines together.

“When you take that unbreak-
able chain you've built and then
break it, the whole thing can
fall apart,” Trask said. “Our staff
sergeant brought us together and
told us ‘no matter how much we
want to quit, no matter how much
we hate this situation, we can’t let
it tear us apart.”

And they didn't let it tear them
apart, but, as Drexler put it, none
of them were the same after that.

“We were all just down for the
next few weeks.”

While they were down, Jeffers
was in a coma.

Part two of the Untouchables
will appear in next week’s
Okinawa Marine.

“This is where they took out the first piece of shrapnel,” Jeffers said, showing Sgt. Joseph Tocci his scars.
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An instructor with IED Defeat, a tralnlng team with the Englneer Center of Excellence basedln Camp Lejeune, N .C., ‘shows Marines an example of what
improvised explosive devices may resemble April 2 at the Central Training Area during 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3rd Marine Logistics Group's IED

training. Photos by Lance Cpl. Aaron Hostutler

Defeating an unseen enemy

9th Engineer Support Battalion conducts improvised explosive device training

Lance Cpl. Aaron Hostutler
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

The path ahead seems clear. Everything
is quiet. Marines are on high alert
looking for anything out of the ordi-
nary. Suddenly, a Marine disappears in an
explosion of baby powder.

As the air clears, the Marines realize that if
they were in a combat zone instead of a train-
ing environment, they would have more to
worry about than a powder-filled improvised
explosive device.

With insurgents in Iraq and Afghanistan
continuously evolving their IED tactics, it is
vital that Marines receive constant training
to keep them aware of what to look for in a
combat environment, said Gregory Sedia, a
mobile training team instructor with IED
Defeat. The training team is part of the
Engineer Center of Excellence based in Camp
Lejeune, N.C. and is in Okinawa to help
Marines here deploy with the best training
available on IEDs.

The mobile training team used their exper-
tise to enhance the readiness of Marines with
9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3rd Marine
Logistics Group April 2.

“There can never be enough training.
Because as fast as we adapt, the insurgents
adapt, which is why we want (Marines) to be
aware of the signs of IEDs,” Sedia said.

Sedia said Marines on the battlefield must
be “hyper vigilant” to be able to effectively

identify IEDs. “Insurgents have learned to
make almost anything explode, so we try to
give (Marines) a whole spectrum of what they
can expect,” he said.

In order to expose the Marines of 9th ESB
to several types of IEDs they could encounter
in combat, instructors hid nine simulated ex-
plosive devices along a patrol path in Central
Training Area to test how many each Marine
could find. Some did well, and others, such
as those covered in white powder, did not.
Either way, many Marines said they benefited
from the course.

“I now know what to look for and what to
do when I come into contact with an IED,”
said Pfc. Jason Fisher, a line walker for Bulk
Fuel Company. “That’s the kind of informa-
tion that will keep me alive in Iraq.”

The training also covered immediate action
drills following an IED explosion that results
in casualties. Instructors explained this is
a very important part of the course since a
Marine’s instincts will often drive him to im-
mediately rush to the aid of a wounded com-
rade. However, an IED detonation is often the
beginning of an extremely volatile situation
that may include secondary attacks or a direct
assault from the enemy, Sedia said. Therefore,
Marines were instead taught to first wait for
further attacks and then set up security and a
safe zone before attempting to bring the casu-
alties to safety.

The improvised explosive device training
course was designed to give the Marines a

look at as many different situations as pos-
sible to better prepare them to make the right
decisions when it counts most.

“It’s important to understand that no two
situations are the same,” Sedia said.

Objects such as propane tanks and short -wave
radios were used to simulate Improvised Explosive
Devices during the training.
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Quenching the thirst

Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron 152’s
new KC-130J Hercules aircraft
makes refueling more efficient

Lance Cpl. Ryan Wicks
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

o keep air combat
crews and their
aircraft constantly in

the fight, refuelers must
be ready to fill-up thirsty
jet fighters in flight in or
near combat zones.

To ensure this readi-
ness, Marines from Ma-
rine Aerial Refueler Trans-
port Squadron 152 con-
ducted a fixed wing aerial
refuel training mission
April 7 off the west coast
of Okinawa with Marine
All Weather Fighter At-
tack Squadron 242.

VMGR-152, also known
as the Sumos, utilized the
newest KC-130] in its in-
ventory during the three-
hour mission, refueling
two F/A-18D Hornets from
VMFA(AW)-242.

Normally the mission
would have taken a little
longer because the older
model planes weren't as
easy to maneuver.

“The new plane is state
of the art,” said Maj. Con-
stantinos Koutsoukos, an
aircraft commander with
VMGR-152. “All we do is
give it the information
that we have gathered,
and it basically takes
over. It is a fully auto-
mated plane. I could even
sit there with my arms
crossed the whole mis-
sion and have hardly have
to do anything.”

As advanced as the
system is, however, there
is still much to be done
beforehand by pilots and
crew to ensure a success-
ful mission. Crews must
first gather detailed data
such as weather condi-
tions, cargo and crew
weight, fuel requirements
and mission timeline,
Koutsoukos said. Then
the execution phase
begins by preparing the
aircraft’s internal operat-
ing system.

For the April 7 mis-

sion, Koutsoukos, pilot
1st Lt. Joseph Lenox and
crew chief Master Sgt. Ian
Kubicki took all the data
they gathered and entered
it into the planes comput-
er. The plane’s operating
system used that infor-
mation to adjust in-flight
settings according to the
variables such as weight
and weather.

Besides having a better
“brain,” the KC-130] also
has more brawn, accord-
ing to Koutsoukos.

“We can go higher and
move faster than before,
which makes it much
easier for the jets to refuel
and allows them to get
back to the fight faster.”

And getting the fight-
ers back in the fight is the
“bread and butter” of the
squadron, he said.

“The majority of our
missions in battle consist
of aerial refueling, so we
must master that skill,”
he said.

Lenox also emphasized
the importance of effi-
cient refueling missions.

“In Iraq, for example,
the jets provide air sup-
port for troops on the
ground,” he said. “If (the
jets) had to go back to
base every time they ran
low on gas, it would waste
time, fuel and potentially
lives.”

With that type of focus,
personnel of VMGR-152
conducted the refueling
exercise as if it were the
real thing.

“Everything was run
as if we were in Iraq and
fighter planes needed
refueling support,” Kout-
soukos said. “The only
difference is that we did
not wear any (personal)
protective gear or armor.”

The exercise concluded
with two Hornets topped
off with fuel and a Sumo
crew more confident than
ever in their aircraft’s
ability to save lives on the
battlefield.

Master Sgt. lan Kubicki, a crew chief with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152,

inputs data into the KC-130J Hercules April 7 during a refuel training mission. rhotos by Lance Cp!.
Ryan Wicks

An F/A-18D Hornet from Marine All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 242 is refueled by
Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152’s KC-130J Hercules April 7 during VMGR-152's
training.
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The Imperial Japanese Army Memorial site on Peleliu Island, located next to the 1st Marine Divisi

their lives during the Battle of Peleliu. rhotos by Cpl. Juan D. Alfonso

Marines visit sites of World War II battle on Peleliu for historical, familial lessons

Cpl. Juan D. Alfonso
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

squad of Marines move as
Athey conduct an amphibi-

ous landing unlike any
they’ve trained for. They can feel
the blistering 120 degree weather
sapping them of their energy;
they hear enemy bullets fly by
their heads hitting the men to
their left and right. They ex-
pected it to be like this, but they
didn’t expect the 600-800 yards of
coral they have to fight through
before setting foot on the beach.

That was the story Cpl. Don-
ald (Mac) Taggart never told his
grandson, Capt. Benjamin T.
Taggart, the manpower officer
for Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing.

Donald couldn’t tell his fam-
ily the things he witnessed as
an engineer with 1st Marine Di-
vision Sept. 15, 1944 during the
Battle of Peleliu, Taggart said.
But his grandson was deter-
mined to connect with his late
grandfather by unearthing his
story, told to him by World War
II Historian and Peleliu resident
Des Matsutaro.

To honor his grandfather’s
memory and find the truth, Tag-
gart, with the help of the Marine
Corps University Foundation,
organized a battle site study April
6 for Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma officers, staff noncom-
missioned officers and their
families at the site of one of the
bloodiest battles of World War II.

“The whole experience was
just surreal,” Taggart said as he

Capt Benjamin T. Taggart collects
sand from White Beach, Peleliu Island
April 6. Taggart's grandfather, Cpl.
Donald (Mac) Taggart, assaulted the
beach during the Battle of Peleliu.

recalled standing on the beach
his grandfather assaulted. “This
trip was an indescribable connec-
tion to my grandfather’s past and
family history.”

The 30 participants toured
the six-mile island, visiting sev-
eral memorials honoring both
Japanese and American troops
who fought and died during
the three-month battle. Leading
the group was Matsutaro, who
describes Peleliu as the “Forgot-
ten Battle.”

The Battle of Peleliu has be-
come a part of the Corps’ history
that many have forgotten, he
said. Though the U.S. troops who
fought on Peleliu left victorious,

poor intelligence and chang-
ing Japanese tactics resulted in
casualties that the U.S. was not
prepared for and many would
rather forget.

The attack on the island was
intended to cut-off Japanese
troops stationed in the Philip-
pines from supply routes and to
secure the only working Japanese
flight-line in the area, accord-
ing to Craig A. Swanson, the
associate dean of academics at
the Marine Corps Command and
Staff College, Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va.

“At this point in the war, Japan
knew it couldn’t win the war,”
Swanson said. “They had been
ordered not to conduct anymore
Banzai attacks (suicide attacks.)
The U.S. forces didn’t expect the
change in tactics.”

What began as a battle involv-
ing 15,000 Imperial Japanese
soldiers ended with only 223
Japanese survivors and more than
6,500 Marine casualties, a third
of the division, and 1,500 Army
casualties.

One of the stops on the tour
was the 1,000 Man Cave, a series
of underground tunnels used by
Japanese forces during the battle.
The cave derives its name from
the amount of Japanese troops
believed to be residing there at
the onset of the battle.

“The 1,000 man cave was
intense,” said Staff Sgt. Joseph P.
Altman, the Navy Marine Corps
Intranet Help Desk staff noncom-
missioned officer in charge for
MAG-36. “So much detail went
into building those tunnels. It’s

amazing no one got lost in them,
and there was so much (unex-
ploded ordnance) left in the tun-
nels. It really gave you an idea of
what took place there.”

Many of the participants
agreed one location on the tour
stood out from the rest - White
Beach, the site where Cpl. Tag-
gart’s unit landed.

Though the location exists
today as a quiet tropical beach
surrounded by lush jungle, it
was a different scene during the
battle. Prior to the attack, allied
forces bombarded the beach
relentlessly, clearing the way for
the landing. But in the process,
most of the vegetation in the
nearby jungle was destroyed,
eliminating any cover or con-
cealment the Marines may have
had. Despite the bombardment,
the Japanese bunkers on both
ends of the beach remained in-
tact as the Marines came ashore
over the coral reef.

“I'm still trying to imagine
what it must have been like to
attack that beach,” Taggart said.
“Imagine the jungle gone, covered
in tree stumps, with no place for
any of the Marines to hide. They
were sitting ducks.”

At the end of the day, the par-
ticipants said they had a greater
appreciation for the Corps’ history
and what happened on Peleliu.

“I really want to thank the
Marine Corps University Foun-
dation,” Taggart said. “Without
their help, we wouldn’t have
been able to make this possible.
It was an absolutely unbelievable
experience.”
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edical Battalion falls to
Mil United in final minutes of 4D
“Camp Schwab Open Tournament™

3rd Medical Battalion forward Victor Aguo (right) attempts a penalty kick against Mil United goalie Alex Johnson during the championship game of the
Camp Schwab Open Soccer Tournament March 6. Mil United defeated 3rd Medical Battalion 1-0 to win the title. rhotos by Lance Cpl. Daniel R. Todd

Lance Cpl. Daniel R. Todd
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP SCHWAB — With less than five minutes
to play in the championship game of the Camp
Schwab Open Soccer Tournament, Mil United
and 3rd Medical Battalion were tied at zero --
and Mil United forward Andrew Richard was
tired of it.

He received a pass near the goalie’s box and
blasted the ball to the top of the goal, just beyond
the outstretched fingers of 3rd Medical Battalion
goalie Daniel Salinas who had been near perfect
in the match.

“Our goalie had a hell of a game, but it was
one hell of a shot that guy got off,” said 3rd Medi-
cal Battalion defender Fabian Browne.

But even with the lead, Mil United didn’t let
up knowing 3rd Medical could get right back
in the game.

Instead of dropping back and playing de-
fense, they continued with their attack game
plan, putting a lot of shots on goal. The plan
worked; they held their lead for the last minutes

History made,

of the game to win the championship.

“Making the winning goal was awesome
because it was my last tournament on island and
I have been playing with these guys for a while
now,” Richard said. “I am glad that we pulled
it out and I could help add another win to this
team’s impressive record.”

The game might have turned out differently,
though, if 3rd Medical Battalion forward Victor
Aguayo could have capitalized on a penalty kick
during the first ten minutes of the game.

Aguayo had the Mil United goalie com-
pletely fooled on the kick, but he blasted the
ball into the right post. The rest of the game
ended up a defensive battle between two
teams that each carry All-Marine players on
their roster.

“We played our hearts out, and so did they,”
said 3rd Medical Battalion defender Kishan
Harripersad. “What makes them so good is
that they practice together all the time, so they
know how to play together. If we start practicing
more, we would be on the same level as them
if not better.”

Mil United defender Travis Alexander (blue jersey)
blocks 3rd Medical Battalion forward William
Gordon from the ball.

records broken during Mike Petty Memorial Track, Field Meet

Lance Cpl. Daniel R. Todd
OKINAWA MARINE STAFF

CAMP FOSTER — Kuba-
saki track coach Charles
Burns’ voice rang out over
the loud speaker March 5
announcing where each
school placed in the sixth
Mike Petty Memorial Track
and Field Meet here. As he
drew closer to announcing
the first place winner, the
Kadena High School Pan-
thers track team grew more
excited.

He announced Kadena
took the boy’s title and the
Panther athletes and fans
went crazy, but a few min-
utes later Burns announced
the Kadena girls also won.

Kadena is the first school

in the meet’s history to
sweep both the boy’s and
girl’s title.

More than 300 high
school athletes from nine-
teen schools across the
Pacific region participated
in the sixth annual Mike
Petty Memorial Track and
Field Meet March 5-6. That
makes it the largest gather-
ing of high school track
and field athletes in the Far
East, Burns said.

The meet is the premiere
track and field meet in the
Far East for these students,
and there are a lot of great
teams, so it is really impres-
sive that Kadena took both
titles, Burns said.

Kadena’s boys team
scored 88 points and the

girl’s team scored 92 points
to beat out the 18 other
schools participating in
the meet.

“The girl’s team has
struggled to beat Kubasaki,
so for this to happen is just
amazing,” said Kadena as-
sistant coach Stephanie
Davis. “I'm so proud of
them all; they really gave
it their all.”

Athletes pushed them-
selves to the limit and start-
ed breaking records on the
first day of the meet. Seoul
American High School’s
Mark Lieberg broke the shot
put record with a throw
of 14.79 meters and Zama
American High School’s
Andrew Quallio broke the
boy’s 3200-meter record

with a time of 9 minutes
58.95 seconds.

The athletes continued
with their break-out per-
formances on the final day,
making four more meet
records.

Quallio had another ex-
cellent performance taking
the boy’s 1600-meter race
with a time of 4:37.57.

“I saw his performance
Friday night and as soon
as I saw him line up for
the 1600-meter I knew he
was going for another re-
cord, and I was pretty sure
he was going to break it,”
Burns said. “He is an awe-
some athlete.”

Christian Academy’s
Blake Bannister was also
involved in two record

breaking performances.
His team broke the record
for “Mike’s Medley,” a relay
race consisting of two 200-
meter legs, one of 400 and
one of 800, with a time of
3:49.50. Bannister ran the
anchor leg and later broke
his own 800-meter record,
which he set last year with
a time of 2:02.89.

Tokyo’s Internation-
al School of the Sacred
Heart’s Nako Nakatsuka
took the girl’s 1600-me-
ter record with a time of
5:35.69.

“It was truly an excit-
ing meet, and I think all
of the kids really enjoyed
having the chance to com-
pete against the best in the
Pacific,” Burns said.
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IN THEATERS
APRIL 11-17

KADENA

634-1869

FRIDAY The Pirates Who Don't Do
Anything (G), 3 p.m.; Juno (PG13), 6
p.m.; Strange Wilderness (R), 9 p.m.

SATURDAY 21 (PG13), Noon and 6
p.m.; Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins
(PG13), 3 p.m.; Strange Wilderness
(R), 9 p.m.

SUNDAY Welcome Home Roscoe
Jenkins (PG13), 1 p.m.; 21 (PG13),
4 p.m.; Juno (PG13), 7 p.m.
MONDAY 21 (PG13), 7 p.m.

TUESDAY 21 (PG13), 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY Shutter (PG13), 7 p.m.

THURSDAY Shutter (PG13), 7 p.m.

FUTENMA

636-3890

SATURDAY Nim's Island (PG), 4 p.m.; The
Eye (PG13), 7 p.m.

SUNDAY Over Her Dead Body
(PG13), 4 p.m.; Untraceable (R), 7
p.m.

MONDAY Shutter (PG13), 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY Closed

WEDNESDAY Closed

THURSDAY Closed

KINSER

637-2177

FRIDAY Juno (PG13), 3 p.m.; Wel-
come Home Roscoe Jenkins (PG13),
6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY Welcome Home Ros-
coe Jenkins (PG13), 3 p.m.; Strange
Wilderness (R), 6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY Jumper (PG13), 3 p.m.;
Juno (PG13), 6:30 p.m.

MONDAY Closed

TUESDAY Closed

WEDNESDAY Nim's Island (PG), 3
and 6:30 p.m.;

THURSDAY C(losed

HANSEN

623-4564

FRIDAY Juno (PG13), 6 p.m.; Strange
Wilderness (R), 9 p.m.

SATURDAY Shutter (PG13), 6 p.m.;
Strange Wilderness (R), 9 p.m.

SUNDAY Juno (PG13), 2 p.m.; Wel-
come Home Roscoe Jenkins (PG13),
5:30 p.m.

MONDAY Nim's Island (PG), 7 p.m.
TUESDAY Nim's Island (PG), 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY Welcome Home
Roscoe Jenkins (PG13), 7 p.m.

THURSDAY 21 (PG13), 7 p.m.

Movie schedule is subject to change without notice. Call in advance to
confirm show times. For a complete listing, visit http://www.aafes.com.

FOSTER
645-3465

FRIDAY 21 (PG13), 7 p.m.; Juno
(PG13), 10 p.m.

SATURDAY Horton Hears A Who
(G), 1 and 4 p.m.; Welcome Home
Roscoe Jenkins (PG13), 7 p.m.;
Strange Wilderness (R), 10 p.m.

SUNDAY Nim's Island (PG), 1 and 4
p.m.; Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins
(PG13), 7 p.m.

MONDAY Juno (PG13), 7 p.m.

TUESDAY Welcome Home Roscoe
Jenkins (PG13), 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY Strange Wilderness
(R), 7 p.m.

THURSDAY Nim's Island (PG), 7

SCHWAB

625-2333

SATURDAY The Eye (PG13), 5 p.m.

SUNDAY Over Her Dead Body
(PG13), 5 p.m.

MONDAY Closed

TUESDAY Closed
WEDNESDAY Closed
THURSDAY Closed

COURTNEY
622-9616

FRIDAY Nim’s Island (PG), 6:30 p.m.;
Untraceable (R), 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY August Rush (PG), 2
p.m.; The Eye (PG13), 7 p.m.

SUNDAY Shutter (PG13), 7 p.m.

MONDAY Over Her Dead Body (PG13),
7p.m.
TUESDAY Closed

WEDNESDAY 21 (PG13), 7 p.m.

THURSDAY Closed

UsSo
MOVIE NIGHTS

The USO hosts movie nights
at the locations below.

For schedules and start times, call:

CAMP SCHWAB 625-3834
MCAS FUTENMA 636-2113
CAMP HANSEN 623-5011
KADENA AIR BASE 632-8781

SINGLE MARINE PROGRAM EVENTS

For more information,
contact the Single
Marine Program Office
at 645-3681.

All bus pick-up points
will be at Semper Fit
gyms or the Foster
Fieldhouse.

APRIL 16-17 | SOUTHERN CAMPS STAR PROGRAM
e First day includes northern highlight tour: pineapple and
glass factories, Jusco and more. Second day includes southern
highlight tour: Shuri Castle, Kokusai Street and public
transportation tutorial.

e Bus Departures: Camp Kinser, 7 a.m.; MCAS Futenma, 7:30
a.m.; Camp Foster, 7:55 a.m.

APRIL 18 | NORTHERN CAMPS DISCOVER GOLF

® Free class at Awase Golf Course gives aspiring golfers skills and
knowledge of the game, including how to set up a tee time, cart

and club rental, club types, swing techniques and putting styles.

* Bus Departures: Camp Schwab, 7 a.m.; Camp Hansen, 7:30
a.m.; Camp Courtney, 8:15 a.m.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
e The Marine Thrift Shop on Camp Foster requires two
volunteers from each camp every week.

e Kinser Elementary School needs student mentors Friday
mornings. Contact your SMP representative for more information.

CHAPEL SCHEDULE

CAMP FOSTER | 645-7486/7487
« Catholic: Mon.-Fri,, 11:45a.m;
Sat.,5 p.m; Sun,, 10 a.m.

« Christian Science: Sun., 11 a.m., Bldg. 442

« Eastern Orthodox: Sun., 9:30 a.m.
« Gospel: Sun., 11:30 a.m.

« Hindu: Fri,, 3:30 p.m., Bldg. 455

« Jewish: Fri,, Traditional, 6:00 p.m;

Informal (first and third Friday), 6:30 p.m.
« Latter-day Saints: Sun., 2 p.m., Bldg. 455

« Muslim: Friday prayer, 12:45 p.m.
« Protestant: Sun., 8:30 a.m.

CAMP McTUREOUS | 622-7505
« Gospel: Sun., 12:30 p.m.
« Lutheran: Sun., 9:30 a.m.

CAMP LESTER | 643-7248

« Catholic: Sun., 8 a.m., Lester Chapel
Tues., 11 a.m., Hospital Chapel

« Protestant: Sun., 9 a.m., Hospital Chapel
Sun,, 10 a.m., Lester Chapel

MCAS FUTENMA | 636-3058
« Catholic: Sun., noon
« Contemporary: Sun., 9 a.m.

CAMP KINSER | 637-1148
« Catholic: Sun., 11 a.m.

« Gospel: Sun., 8 a.m.

« Protestant: Sun., 9:30 a.m.

CAMP HANSEN | 623-4694
« Catholic: Sun., 10 a.m., E. Chapel
« Protestant: Sun., 11 a.m., W. Chapel

CAMP SCHWAB | 625-2644/2866
« Catholic: Sun., 5:30 p.m.
« Protestant: Sun., 11:30 a.m.

CAMP COURTNEY | 622-9350

« Catholic: Sun., 8 am.and 11:30 a.m;;
Daily, 11:45 a.m.

« Protestant: Sun., 9:30 a.m.

« Episcopal: Sun., 6:30 p.m.

KADENA AIR BASE | 634-1288
« Catholic: Sun., 8:30 a.m., Mass, Chapel 1
Sun,, 11:30 a.m., Reconciliation, Chapel 1
Sun,, 12:30 p.m., Mass, Chapel 1
Sun., 5 p.m., Mass, Chapel 1
Sun,, 10:30 a.m., CCD, Amelia Earhart School
Daily Mass, Mon.-Thurs., noon, Chapel 2
« Protestant: Sun., 10:30 a.m., Contemp., Chapel 1
Sun,, 8:30 a.m., Inspirational, Chapel 2
Sun,, 10:30 a.m., Traditional, Chapel 2
Sun., 10:30 a.m., Gospel, Chapel 3
Sunday School, 8:45 a.m., Bldg. 856
« Wiccan/Pagan: Fri., 7 p.m., Chapel 1
Sat., 6 p.m., Bldg. 856
« Buddhist: Sat., 10 a.m., Bldg. 856

CLASSIFIED A

AUTOMOBILES

'96 MITSUBISHI
DELICA

JCl Oct. 09, $3,900
OBO, 633-2593

'94 MITSUBISHI
DELICA

JCl Oct. 09, $3,700
OBO, 633-2593

‘94 HONDA ODYSSEY
JCI May 09, Make Offer
(090) 9965-4469

‘94 TOYOTA CERES
JCI Apr. 09, $1,200 0BO
(090) 6861-0165

'98 NISSAN CUBE

JCI Apr. 09, $2,400 0BO
(090) 6861-0165

'90 TOYOTA SURF

JCl Aug. 09, $1,500
637-1505

'95 TOYOTA CELICA

JCI Oct. 08, $2,500
637-1505

'93 TOYOTA LUCIDA
JClJuly 08, $2,500
637-1505

‘93 TOYOTA MARINO
JCI Sept. 08, $1,200
0BO (098) 973-1464
'93 NISSAN MARCH
JCl Aug. 08, $900 0BO
(098) 973-1464

‘95 TOYOTA RAV 4
JCI April 10, $4,500
(098) 930-7347

‘96 TOYOTA WINDOM
JCI April 09, $2,500
646-8474

‘94 TOYOTA WINDOM
JClJune 09, $1,500
0BO, 633-9700

'94 NISSAN SKYLINE
JClJune 09, $1,200,
646-6181

'96 MITSUBISHI
DELICA JCI Nov. 09,
$4,900, 646-6181

‘94 TOYOTA MARK II
JCI Aug. 09, $3,000
0BO, 622-8523

'94 TOYOTA LUCIDA
JCI May 08, $800,
(090) 6897-8980

‘99 HONDA INTEGRA
JCI0ct. 09, $3,500
0BO, 633-1995

MOTORCYGLES

‘02 HARLEY
DAVIDSON 883 JCl
Oct. 09, $6,000 OBO,
080-3521-0995

99 HARLEY
DAVIDSON
HERITAGE SOFTAIL
$12,000 0BO,
090-6861-7497

— Callaway X-14 golf
clubs: SW, PW-5iron, 5
Wood steelhead, titanium
driver, mallet odyssey
putter, $500; 625-2322
— Cat, small dog carrier,
$30, 3 cell phones, $20-
30 each; 090-6861-0165
— Pier 1 Papasan chair
w/ footstool, natural color
cushions, like new, $75,

0BO, (098) 965-6029
— Macbook Pro,

15", Like Brand New,
Includes All Accessories,
$900, (098) 957-6122
— Dynasty Dining
Room Set, $1800;
Rosewood Stereo Wall
Unit, $1200; 7-Step
Rosewood Shelves,
$600; 090-1947-9856

Ads appearing in the Okinawa Marine are a free ser-
vice to active duty military and their dependents, DoD
employees and retirees. Ads are restricted to personal
property or service of incidental exchange. Ads are
run on a space-available basis. The deadline for ads is
noon Fridays. The Okinawa Marine reserves the right
to edit ads to fit available space. Please include your
name and the phone number you wish published. The
Okinawa Marine makes every effort to ensure accu-
racy but assumes no responsibility for services offered
in ads. Submit ads by fax to 645-3803, or send an
e-mail to okinawamarine.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil.



